Effect of age, sex and nutrition on discontinuous traits of rat skull.
The effect of biological (age and sex) and environmental factors (protein-calorie malnutrition and protein deficit) on 24 discontinuous cranial traits was investigated in Holtzman rats. The traits affected were (a) the interfrontal fusion, by age and nutrition; (b) the double posterior palatine foramen, by sex and nutrition, and (c) the double maxillary foramen, by nutrition. It is concluded that most of the traits studied were fairly stable. Nevertheless, it must be pointed out that taxonomic studies based on discontinuous cranial traits should be interpreted with care due to the influence of environmental and biological factors on the phenotypic expression of some of them.